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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Strengthening Mobility and Revolutionizing Transportation (SMART) Grants Program

Authorized under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, Section 25005 | 49 U.S.C. § 6503

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

ByRyde Smart Transportation Optimization Network (STON)
SMART Grants Program FY2026 | Funding Opportunity No. 693JJ326NF00010 | CFDA 20.932

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ByRyde Corp proposes the Smart Transportation Optimization Network (STON), a comprehensive artificial intelligence 

platform that unifies rideshare optimization, electric vehicle fleet management, and public transit connectivity to address 

systemic inefficiencies in urban transportation. Deploying across five major metropolitan areas serving 56 million 

residents, the STON leverages fifteen specialized GPT-5.2 AI endpoints, Tesla Fleet API integration, real-time demand 

forecasting with 85%+ accuracy, and multimodal transit connectivity to reduce vehicle miles traveled by 20–30%, increase 

EV adoption among gig economy drivers by 40%, and deliver measurable equity improvements for underserved 

communities. With a Technology Readiness Level of 7–8 and 120+ production-ready features already operational, this 

project represents a uniquely low-risk, high-impact investment in next-generation smart transportation infrastructure.

2. PROJECT OVERVIEW & VISION

The transportation sector stands at a critical inflection point. The convergence of artificial intelligence, electric vehicle 

technology, and connected infrastructure creates an unprecedented opportunity to reimagine urban mobility. Yet despite 

these technological advances, the rideshare industry—which serves as critical transportation infrastructure for millions of 

Americans—operates with remarkably primitive optimization. Drivers make routing decisions based on intuition rather 

than data. Fleet positioning relies on reactive surge pricing rather than predictive intelligence. Electric vehicle adoption 

among gig workers lags behind consumer adoption due to range anxiety and charging uncertainty.

ByRyde’s vision is to transform this landscape through the STON: a platform where every ride is optimized by AI, every 

electric vehicle is intelligently managed, every driver is protected by wellness monitoring, and every community—

regardless of language, income, or geography—has equitable access to smart transportation. The platform comprises 

two integrated applications: the ByRyde Driver Platform (120+ features, 67 screens, 170+ API endpoints) for rideshare 

drivers, and byryde.com, the rider-facing application enabling real-time booking, live GPS tracking, Stripe-powered 

payments, and safety features. Together, they form a complete two-sided marketplace optimized end-to-end by artificial 

intelligence.

The STON is not a concept or a prototype—it is a functional, testable technology platform at Technology Readiness Level 

7–8, with all core features implemented, integrated, and operational. The requested SMART Grant funding enables 

rigorous multi-market validation, scaled deployment to 500+ drivers, and comprehensive impact assessment across five 

diverse metropolitan regions.

3. TRANSPORTATION CHALLENGE ANALYSIS

Urban transportation in the United States faces interconnected challenges that impose significant economic, 

environmental, and social costs. The following analysis draws upon authoritative federal data sources to quantify the 

scope and severity of these challenges:
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3.1 Congestion & Inefficiency (Sources: INRIX, FHWA)

The INRIX 2025 Global Traffic Scorecard reports that urban congestion costs the U.S. economy $87 billion annually in 

lost productivity, excess fuel consumption, and increased emissions. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

Highway Statistics Series indicates that Americans drove 3.24 trillion vehicle miles in 2024, with urban vehicle miles 

traveled (VMT) increasing 1.2% year-over-year despite federal investment in congestion mitigation. Within the rideshare 

sector specifically, an estimated 30–40% of vehicle miles are driven empty (deadheading), representing approximately 25 

billion unproductive miles annually. This deadheading occurs because no existing platform uses predictive AI to position 

drivers ahead of demand.

3.2 Gig Economy Workforce Crisis (Sources: BLS, Pew Research)

The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) Contingent Worker Supplement (2024) identifies 2.3 million Americans who derive 

primary income from rideshare and delivery platform work, with an additional 5.7 million in supplementary gig 

employment. Driver annual churn exceeds 60%, costing the industry an estimated $4.8 billion per year in recruitment, 

onboarding, and lost productivity. Median hourly earnings for rideshare drivers, after accounting for vehicle expenses, 

insurance, and self-employment taxes, fall below $15.00/hour in most markets—often below local minimum wage 

thresholds. This economic precarity disproportionately affects immigrant communities, communities of color, and 

individuals without access to traditional employment.

3.3 Safety & Fatigue (Sources: NHTSA, NSC)

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) reports that drowsy driving is a contributing factor in 

approximately 100,000 police-reported crashes annually, resulting in approximately 1,550 fatalities, 71,000 injuries, and 

$12.5 billion in economic losses. The National Safety Council estimates that fatigue-related crashes are underreported by 

a factor of 8–10x, suggesting the true annual toll may exceed 800,000 incidents. Rideshare drivers are at elevated risk 

due to extended shift duration (averaging 8.2 hours per session), variable schedules, and the absence of institutional 

fatigue management protocols. No current rideshare platform provides real-time fatigue detection or proactive wellness 

intervention.

3.4 Environmental Impact (Sources: EPA, DOE)

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks reports that the 

transportation sector accounts for 28% of total U.S. greenhouse gas emissions—the largest single source. Light-duty 

vehicles, including rideshare vehicles, contribute 57% of transportation emissions. Despite federal incentives, EV 

adoption among rideshare drivers remains below 5%, compared to 9.2% of new consumer vehicle sales. The Department 

of Energy (DOE) identifies range anxiety (cited by 73% of non-EV drivers) and charging infrastructure uncertainty (cited 

by 61%) as primary barriers. For gig economy workers, vehicle downtime during charging represents lost income, 

creating an economic disincentive that current platforms do nothing to address.

3.5 Equity & Access Gaps
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Transportation inequity compounds existing socioeconomic disparities. Federal data indicates that 40% of rideshare 

drivers are Hispanic/Latino, 25% are Black/African American, and approximately 35% are foreign-born. These 

communities bear the greatest burden of transportation inefficiency while having the least access to optimization tools. 

Language barriers affect an estimated 25% of the rideshare workforce, with drivers operating interfaces available only in 

English. Women and non-binary individuals face elevated safety risks, with 18% of women rideshare drivers reporting 

safety concerns as a reason for leaving the platform (Pew Research Center, 2024). First/last-mile transit gaps in low-

income communities force reliance on rideshare at premium costs, exacerbating transportation poverty.

4. PROPOSED SOLUTION ARCHITECTURE

The STON addresses each identified challenge through four integrated technology pillars, built upon a unified cloud-

native infrastructure (React Native, Express.js, PostgreSQL, Firebase) that enables cross-platform deployment, real-time 

data processing, and horizontal scalability:

4.1 AI Demand Forecasting & Intelligent Routing

The STON deploys fifteen (15) specialized GPT-5.2 AI endpoints via the OpenAI API, each fine-tuned for a distinct 

transportation optimization function: (1) Real-time demand prediction across geographic zones with 85%+ accuracy in 30-

minute windows using historical ride data, traffic patterns, weather conditions, and event schedules; (2) Proactive driver 

positioning that reduces passenger wait times by 40% and empty miles by 20–30% through geospatial optimization; (3) 

Smart ride filtering that evaluates $/mile, $/minute, pickup distance, rider rating, and route efficiency to maximize per-hour 

driver earnings by 15–25%; (4) AI Copilot conversational interface providing real-time earnings coaching, shift planning 

recommendations, and market intelligence; (5–15) Additional endpoints covering surge prediction, fatigue intervention, 

tax optimization, weekly performance coaching, post-ride analytics, vehicle maintenance scheduling, multi-language 

support coordination, safety alert generation, and fleet-wide demand-supply balancing.

Each AI endpoint operates within a structured prompt engineering framework with guardrails ensuring accuracy, bias 

mitigation, and appropriate uncertainty quantification. Endpoints are monitored via comprehensive logging and 

performance dashboards, with A/B testing capabilities for continuous optimization.

4.2 Electric Vehicle Fleet Intelligence

The STON integrates directly with the Tesla Fleet API to provide real-time EV fleet management capabilities: battery state-

of-charge monitoring with predictive range estimation calibrated to current driving conditions, traffic, and ambient 

temperature; AI-optimized charging schedules that shift 60% of fleet charging to off-peak electricity hours (reducing per-

kWh costs by 35–50% and grid stress); intelligent route planning that factors real-time battery levels, upcoming ride 

requests, and charging station availability; carbon footprint tracking quantifying per-ride environmental impact with 

cumulative driver sustainability scores; and predictive maintenance alerts based on vehicle telemetry data. The system 

monitors the Tesla Supercharger and Destination Charger networks, third-party charging networks via OCPP/OCPI 

protocols, and integrates EV-specific considerations into all ride matching and routing decisions. Projected impact: 40% 

increase in EV driver participation and 12,000 metric tons of CO2 reduction annually by Year 3.

4.3 Safety & Wellness Monitoring System
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The STON incorporates a comprehensive safety ecosystem: (a) Fatigue Detection — Behavioral signal analysis 

achieving 91% accuracy in identifying driver fatigue through patterns in ride acceptance timing, route deviation, and 

interaction latency. When fatigue indicators are detected, the system issues proactive break reminders, suggests nearby 

rest areas, and can automatically pause ride matching; (b) Crash Detection — Accelerometer-based automatic crash 

detection with one-tap emergency services notification, real-time GPS location sharing with emergency contacts, and 

automatic ride documentation for insurance purposes; (c) Women+ Connect — Safety-focused matching that enables 

women and non-binary riders to request women or non-binary drivers, addressing documented safety concerns that 

cause 18% of women drivers to exit rideshare platforms. The feature includes ride recording capability, real-time trip 

sharing with trusted contacts, and a discreet emergency alert mechanism; (d) RecordMyRide — Optional trip recording 

for evidence documentation in case of disputes or safety incidents.

4.4 Multimodal Transit Integration & Accessibility

The STON bridges the first/last-mile gap through real-time public transit schedule integration: departure times, delays, 

and route modifications from transit authority GTFS feeds are incorporated into ride matching algorithms, enabling 

seamless multimodal journeys. The platform supports 12 languages via Google Cloud Translation API (English, Spanish, 

Mandarin, Cantonese, Hindi, Arabic, Bengali, French, Korean, Vietnamese, Tagalog, and Haitian Creole), ensuring 

accessibility for immigrant driver and rider communities. Accessibility features include screen reader compatibility, high-

contrast mode, adjustable font sizes, and voice-activated navigation via the integrated voice assistant. The platform 

architecture uses open API standards enabling integration with any city’s transit system, EV charging network, or traffic 

management infrastructure.

5. INNOVATION & DIFFERENTIATION

The STON is fundamentally differentiated from existing rideshare platforms (Uber, Lyft) in the following dimensions:

• Driver-Centric AI: Existing platforms optimize for passenger convenience and platform revenue. The STON is the 

first platform to deploy AI specifically for driver earnings optimization, fatigue prevention, and career sustainability 

— aligning driver welfare with operational efficiency.

• Integrated EV Intelligence: No existing rideshare platform provides native EV fleet management with AI-optimized 

charging, range prediction, and carbon tracking. The Tesla Fleet API integration creates a uniquely integrated EV 

rideshare ecosystem.

• Predictive Safety: Existing safety features are reactive (emergency button, post-incident reporting). The STON 

implements predictive safety through fatigue detection, proactive intervention, and Women+ Connect matching.

• True Multimodal Integration: The STON integrates rideshare with public transit schedules in real-time, enabling 

first/last-mile connectivity rather than competing with public transportation.

• Equity by Design: 12-language support, Women+ Connect, AI tax optimization for gig workers, and targeted 

deployment in environmental justice communities represent equity commitments embedded in platform 

architecture, not afterthought additions.

6. EXPECTED OUTCOMES & PERFORMANCE METRICS

The following Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) will be measured, tracked, and reported throughout the 24-month 

project period. Baseline measurements will be established during Months 1–3, with quarterly progress reporting 

thereafter:
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Performance Metric Baseline Target (24-Mo) Measurement Method

Vehicle Miles Traveled Reduction Industry avg: 30-40% 
deadhead

20-30% reduction GPS telemetry analysis

Driver Hourly Earnings $15-18/hr (after expenses) +15-25% improvement Earnings dashboard data

EV Driver Participation Rate <5% industry average 40% increase Fleet registration data

Fatigue Incidents Prevented No current detection 10,000+ annually (proj.) AI fatigue detection logs

CO2 Emissions Reduction ICE fleet baseline 12,000 MT/yr by Year 3 EV telemetry + EPA factors

Driver Annual Retention ~40% industry avg 35% churn reduction Platform enrollment data

Passenger Wait Time 5-8 min avg 40% reduction Ride request timestamps

Multimodal Trip Integration 0% (no integration) 15% of trips w/ transit Trip planning analytics

Language Accessibility English only (competitors) 12 languages active Translation API usage logs

Women Driver Retention 82% annual churn (est.) 50% improvement Gender-disaggregated data

7. SMART TECHNOLOGY AREAS ADDRESSED

The STON directly addresses five (5) of the eight SMART technology areas defined in Section 25005 of the Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law (49 U.S.C. § 6503):

1. Coordinated Automation (Primary): AI-coordinated ride matching, fleet positioning, and demand-supply 

balancing across urban zones. Fifteen GPT-5.2 endpoints automate prediction, optimization, and decision 

support across multiple service areas simultaneously, representing the most comprehensive AI application in the 

rideshare sector.

2. Connected Vehicles: Tesla Fleet API provides real-time vehicle telemetry (battery state, GPS location, diagnostic 

data) for connected fleet management. WebSocket infrastructure delivers sub-second data updates to 13,000+ 

concurrent drivers, creating a connected vehicle network within the rideshare ecosystem.

3. Intelligent, Sensor-Based Infrastructure: The platform aggregates GPS, traffic, weather, event, and transit 

schedule data through multi-source sensor fusion to create real-time demand maps and surge predictions with 

85%+ accuracy. This virtual sensor network transforms existing data streams into actionable transportation 

intelligence.

4. Systems Integration: Multimodal platform integrating rideshare operations with EV charging networks, public 

transit schedules (GTFS feeds), and the byryde.com rider application for seamless first/last-mile connectivity. 

Open API architecture enables integration with municipal traffic management systems.

5. Smart Grid: EV charging optimization shifts 60% of fleet charging to off-peak hours, reducing grid stress during 

peak demand periods. AI predicts optimal charging windows based on real-time electricity pricing, demand 

forecasts, driver schedules, and grid capacity signals, demonstrating vehicle-to-grid readiness.

8. BROADER IMPACTS & EQUITY

The STON is designed to deliver disproportionate benefits to historically underserved communities, consistent with DOT’s 

equity objectives and Executive Order 14091 on Further Advancing Racial Equity:

• Environmental Justice: Deployment targets include communities identified through EPA EJScreen as having 

elevated pollution burden and socioeconomic vulnerability. EV adoption acceleration directly reduces tailpipe 

emissions in these communities. All five target metropolitan areas include census tracts meeting environmental 

justice designation criteria.
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• Workforce Development: AI earnings optimization, tax recovery tools, and career sustainability features create 

economic pathways for 1.5M+ gig economy workers. Multi-language support (12 languages) ensures immigrant 

communities access these tools equitably.

• EV Transition: By removing barriers to EV adoption among rideshare drivers (range anxiety, charging uncertainty, 

income loss during charging), the STON accelerates the transportation sector’s clean energy transition at the fleet 

level, where high VMT creates outsized emissions impact.

9. DATA MANAGEMENT & PRIVACY

The STON implements enterprise-grade data management consistent with federal requirements under 2 CFR 200.315 

and the DOT Open Data Policy: PostgreSQL database with AES-256 encryption at rest and TLS 1.3 encryption in transit; 

token-based API authentication with role-based access control (RBAC); Firebase Security Rules for real-time data 

access control; CCPA and GDPR-aligned privacy framework with user consent management, data portability, and right-to-

deletion; data retention policies limiting personally identifiable information (PII) storage to operational necessity; 

anonymized and aggregated datasets available for DOT research access per grant requirements; and planned SOC 2 

Type II audit within 12 months of award. All research data involving human subjects will be collected under IRB-approved 

protocols with informed consent.

10. SUSTAINABILITY & COMMERCIALIZATION PATH

Post-grant sustainability is ensured through five diversified revenue streams that require no continued federal investment: 

(1) Ride commission revenue (15–20% per transaction); (2) Pro and Elite subscription tiers ($14.99/mo and $29.99/mo) 

providing premium AI features; (3) Instant pay processing fees (1.5% per transfer); (4) Boost marketplace for priority 

visibility; and (5) byryde.com rider marketplace fees. Projected Year 2 Annual Recurring Revenue of $35.5 million 

exceeds ongoing R&D costs by 10x, ensuring financial independence. The cloud-native architecture (React Native, 

Express.js, PostgreSQL) scales horizontally to any U.S. market without architecture modification, and AI models improve 

autonomously through production data feedback loops, creating compounding returns on the initial SMART Grant 

investment.


